176 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 46(3) September 1989 


Case 2689 

Helophorus obscurellus Poppius, 1907 (Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed 
precedence over Helophorus fausti Kuwert, 1887 

R. B. Angus 

Department of Biology, Royal Holloway and Bedford New College, Egham, 
Surrey TW20 OEX, U.K. 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is to give precedence to the name Helophorus 
obscurellus Poppius, 1907 for a beetle with a wide distribution in the Palaearctic, and 
known from the Pleistocene, over the senior subjective synonym Helophorus fausti 
Kuwert, 1887. 


1 . Kuwert (1887, p. 165) described a beetle Helophorus fausti from Turkestan. It is 
included in Kuwert’s keys to European Helophorus (Kuwert, 1 890, p. 1 86), but Knisch 
(1924, p. 67) gives no subsequent reference to it. Apart from Kuwert’s own material in 
the Musee National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, the only correctly named specimens I 
have seen are in the Reitter collection in the Hungarian National Museum, Budapest. A 
series standing as H. fausti in the Zoological Institute of the U.S.S.R. Academy of 
Sciences, Leningrad, is a different species, described as H, beibienkoi by Angus (1984, 
p. 539). I know of no other reference to H. fausti. 

2. Poppius (1907, p. 3) described Helophorus (Trichelophorus) obscurellus from 
northern Russia (Kanin) and Siberia (Zhigansk, on the river Lena). Knisch (1924, 
p. 69) gave no subsequent references to H. obscurellus. 

3. A. d’Orchymont (1927, p. 103) described a supposedly extinct species, Helophorus 
wandereri, from Pleistocene fossil material and placed it in a new subgenus, Orphelo- 
phorus d’Orchymont. Coope & Sands (1963, p. 94) showed that H. wandereri occurred 
in the British Pleistocene, and showed how it could be identified. 

4. Angus (1970, p. 9) designated a lectotype for H. obscurellus in the Zoological 
Museum of Helsinki University; he also (p. 1 1) showed that H. wandereri is conspecific 
with H. obscurellus and gave details of the modern distribution of the species. Subse- 
quently, H. obscurellus has been found in many Pleistocene deposits in Britain and 
elsewhere and has been shown to be a good indicator of tundra environments. This 
environmental information, and the ease with which H. obscurellus be identified as 
a fossil, make it a particularly important component of Pleistocene fossil assemblages. 

5. Angus ( 1 984, p. 537) showed that H. fausti was conspecific with H. obscurellus and 
designated a lectotype for H. fausti. He recommended that, in view of the importance of 
H. obscurellus in Pleistocene assemblages, H. obscurellus should continue to be the name 
used with H. fausti placed in synonymy as a nomen oblitum (a forgotten name). 

6. Sharp (1916, p. 85) described a different species as H. fausti Sharp, overlooking 
Kuwert’s prior use of that name. Angus (1971, p. 245) showed that H. fausti Sharp is a 
junior synonym of H. croaticus Kuwert, 1886 and designated lectotypes for both 
nominal species. 
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7. The name H. obscurellus has been used in many papers including Coope (1979, 
p. 255), Morgan (1969, p. 112) and Smetana (1985, p, 1 16); a list of 7 other papers is 
held by the Secretariat. As stated in para. 1 above, I am unaware of the use of the name 
H.fausti as a valid species since 1924. A change of name from obscurellus to the unused 
fausti would cause confusion and would not be in the interests of stability of nomen- 
clature. However, H. obscurellus has a wide and fragmented distribution in the 
Palaearctic and it is possible that sibling species are involved. For this reason it would 
not be appropriate to suppress the name fausti outright as it may eventually prove to 
represent a taxon distinct from obscurellus. 

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that the specific name obscurellus Poppius, 
1 907, as published in the binomen Helophorus ( Trichelophorus ) obscurellus, is to 
be given precedence over the specific name fausti Kuwert, 1887, as published in 
the binomen Helophorus fausti, whenever the two names are considered to be 
synonyms; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) obscurellus Poppius, 1907, as published in the binomen Helophorus ( Triche- 
lophorus) obscurellus, with the endorsement that it is to be given precedence 
over fausti Kuwert, 1887, as published in the binomen Helophorus fausti, 
whenever the two names are considered to be synonyms; 

(b) fausti Kuwert, 1 887, as published in the binomen Helophorus fausti, with the 
endorsement that it is not to be given priority over obscurellus Poppius, 1 907, 
as published in the binomen Helophorus (Trichelophorus) obscurellus, 
whenever the two names are considered to be synonyms. 
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